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128th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. B. No. 124
2009-2010

A BILL

To amend sections 955.02, 955.10, 955.12, 955.20,
955.26, and 1901.183 and to enact sections 956.01,
956.011, 956.02 to 956.08, 956.081, 956.09 to
956.20, 956.98, and 956.99 of the Revised Code to
establish licensing requirements and standards of
care for certain dog breeding kennels, dog

intermediaries, and animal rescues for dogs.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 955.02, 955.10, 955.12, 955.20,
955.26, and 1901.183 be amended and sections 956.01, 956.011,
956.02, 956.03, 956.04, 956.05, 956.06, 956.07, 956.08, 956.081,
8956.09, 956.10, 956.11, 956.12, 956.13, 956.14, 956.15, 956.16,
956.17, 956.18, 956.19, 956.20, 956.98, and 956.99 of the Revised

Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 955.02. A As used in this chapter, "dog kennel" or
'kennel ewrer—is—a—person—partrership—Efirm,—company—or
corporation—prefessienally engagedinthe—business " means an

establishment that keeps., houses, and maintains adult dogs, as

defined in section 956.01 of the Revised Code, for the purpose of

breeding the dogs fer—huntingeor for a fee or other consideration

received through a sale, exchange, or lease and that is not a

regulated dog breeding kennel licensed under Chapter 956. of the

Revised Code.
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Sec. 955.10. No owner of a dog, except a dog constantly

confined to a registered dog kennel registered under this chapter

or a regulated dog breeding kennel licensed under Chapter 956. of

the Revised Code, shall fail to require the dog to wear, at all

times, a valid tag issued in connection with a certificate of
registration. A degts—faiture dog found not wearing at any time £e
wear a valid tag shall be prima-facie evidence of lack of
registration and shall subject any dog found not wearing such a

tag to impounding, sale, or destruction.

Sec. 955.12. The board of county commissioners shall appoint
or employ a county dog warden and deputies in such number, for
such periods of time, and at such compensation as the board
considers necessary to enforce sections 955.01 to 955.27, 955.29

to 955.38, and 955.50 to 955.53 of the Revised Code.

The warden and deputies shall give bond in a sum not less
than five hundred dollars and not more than two thousand dollars,
as set by the board, conditioned for the faithful performance of
their duties. The bond or bonds may, in the discretion of the
board, be individual or blanket bonds. The bonds shall be filed

with the county auditor of their respective counties.

The warden and deputies shall make a record of all dogs
owned, kept, and harbored in their respective counties. They shall
patrol their respective counties and seize and impound on sight
all dogs found running at large and all dogs more than three
months of age found not wearing a valid registration tag, except
any dog that wears a valid registration tag and is: on the
premises of its owner, keeper, or harborer, under the reasonable
control of its owner or some other perscon, hunting with its owner

or its handler at a field trial, kept constantly confined in a

regigtered dog kennel registered under this chapter or a regulated

dog breeding kennel licensed under Chapter 956. of the Revised
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Cede, or acquired by, and confined on the premises of, an

institution or organization of the type described in section
955.16 of the Revised Code. A dog that wears a valid registration
tag may be seized on the premises of its owner, keeper, or

harborer and impounded only in the event of a natural disaster.

If a dog warden has reason to believe that a dog is being
treated inhumanely on the premises of its owner, keeper, or
harborer, the warden shall apply to the court of common pleas for
the county in which the premises are located for an order to enter
the premises, and if necessary, seize the dog. If the court finds
probable cause to believe that the dog is being treated

inhumanely, it shall issue such an order.

The warden and deputies shall also investigate all claims for
damages to animals reported to them under section 955.29 of the
Revised Code and assist claimants to f£ill out the claim form
therefor. They shall make weekly reports, in writing, to the board
in their respective counties of all dogs seized, impounded,
redeemed, and destroyed and of all claims for damage to animals

inflicted by dogs.

The wardens and deputies shall have the Same police powers as
are conferred upon sheriffs and police officers in the performance
of their duties as prescribed by sections 955.01 to 955.27, 955.29
to 955.38, and 955.50 to 955.53 of the Revised Code. They shall
also have power to summon the assistance of bystanders in
performing their duties and may serve writs and other legal
processes issued by any court in their respective counties with
reference to enforcing those sections. County auditors may
deputize the wardens or deputies to issue dog licenses as provided

in sections 955.01 and 955.14 of the Revised Code.

Whenever any person files an affidavit in a court of
competent jurisdiction that there is a dog running at large that

is not kept constantly confined either in a registered dog kennel
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registered under this chapter or a regulated dog breeding kennel
licensed under Chapter 956. of the Revised Code or on the premises

of an institution or organization of the type described in section
955.16 of the Revised Code or that a dog is kept or harbored in
the warden's jurisdiction without being registered as required by
law, the court shall immediately order the warden to seize and
impound the dog. Thereupon the warden shall immediately seize and
impound the dog complained of. The warden shall give immediate
notice by certified mail to the owner, keeper, or harborer of the
dog seized and impounded by the warden, if the owner, keeper, or
harborer can be determined from the current year's registration
list maintained by the warden and the county auditor of the county
where the dog is registered, that the dog has been impounded and
that, unless the dog is redeemed within fourteen days of the date
of the notice, it may thereafter be sold or destroyed according to
law. If the owner, keeper, or harborer cannot be determined from
the current year's registration list maintained by the warden and
the county auditor of the county where the dog is registered, the
officer shall post a notice in the pound or animal shelter both
describing the dog and place where seized and advising the unknown
owner that, unless the dog is redeemed within three days, it may

thereafter be sold or destroyed according to law.

As used in this section, "animal" has the same meaning as in

section 955.51 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 955.20. The registration fees provided for in sections
955.01 to 955.14 of the Revised Code and money transferred to the

county under section 956.07 of the Revised Code constitute a

special fund known as "the dog and kennel fund." The fees shall be
deposited by the county auditor in the county treasury daily as
collected ard. Money in the fund shall be used for the purpose of

defraying the cost of furnishing all blanks, records, tags, nets,
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and other equipment, for the purpose of paying the compensation of
county dog wardens, deputies, poundkeepers, and other employees
necessary to carry out and enforce sections 955.01 to 955.261 of
the Revised Code, and for the payment of animal claims as provided
in sections 955.29 to 955.38 of the Revised Code, and in
accordance with section 955.27 of the Revised Code. The bhoard of
county commissioners, by resolution, shall appropriate sufficient
funds out of the dog and kennel fund, not more than fifteen per
cent of which shall be expended by the auditor for registration
tags, blanks, records, and clerk hire, for the purpose of
defraying the necessary expenses of registering, seizing,
impounding, and destroying dogs in accordance with sections 955.01
to 955.27 of the Revised Code, and for the purpose of covering any
additional expenses incurred by the county auditor as authorized

by division (F) (3) of section 955.14 of the Revised Code.

If the funds so appropriated in any calendar year are found
by the board to be insufficient to defray the necessary cost and
expense of the county dog warden in enforcing sections 955.01 to
955.27 of the Revised Code, the board, by resolution so provided,
after setting aside a sum equal to the total amount of animal
claims paid—exr filed in that calendar year, or an amount equal to
the total amount of animal claims paid or allowed the preceding
year, whichever amount is larger, may appropriate further funds
for the use and purpose of the county dog warden in administering

those sections.

Money received by a county under section 956.07 of the

Revised Code is subject to audit by the auditor of state.

Sec. 955.26. Whenever, in the judgment of the director of
health, any city or general health district board of health, or
persons performing the duties of a board of health, rabies is

prevalent, the director of health, the board, or those persons
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shall declare a quarantine of all dogs in the health district or
in a part of it. During the quarantine, the owner, keeper, or
harborer of any dog shall keep it confined on the premises of the
owner, keeper, or harborer, or in a suitable pound e¥, kennel, or
other suitable place, at the expense of the owner, keeper, or
harborer, except that a dog may be permitted to leave the premises
of its owner, keeper, or harborer if it is under leash or under

the control of a responsible person. The quarantine order shall be

considered an emergency and need not be published.

When the quarantine has been declared, the director of
health, the board, or those persons may require vaccination for
rabies of all dogs within the health district or part of it. Proof
of rabies vaccination within a satisfactory period shall be
demonstrated to the county auditor before any registration is
issued under section 955.01 of the Revised Code for any dog that

is required to be vaccinated.

The public health council shall determine appropriate methods
of rabies vaccination and satisfactory periods for purposes of

quarantines under this section.

When a quarantine of dogs has been declared in any health
district or part of a health district, the county dog warden and
all other persons having the authority of police officers shall
assist the health authorities in enforcing the quarantine order.
When rabies vaccination has been declared compulsory in any health
district or part of a health district, the dog warden shall assist

the health authorities in enforcing the vaccination order.

Notwithstanding the-previsiens—ef this section, a city or

general health district board of health may make orders pursuant
to sections 3709.20 and 3709.21 of the Revised Code requiring the

vaccination of dogs.

Sec. 956.01. As used in this chapter:

Page 6

149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156

157

158
159
160
161
162
163
164

165
166
167

168
169
170
171
172
173

174

175
176
177

178

179



Sub. H. B. No. 124
LSC 128 0612-2

(3} "Adult dog" means a dog that is twelve months of age or

older.

(B) "Animal rescue for dogs" means an individual or

organization recognized by the director of the kennel control

authority that keeps, houses, and maintains dogs and that is

dedicated to the welfare, health, safety, and protection of dogs,

provided that the individual or organization does not operate for

profit, does not sell dogs for a profit, does not breed dogs, and

does not purchase more than nine dogs in any given calendar vear

unlesgs the dogs are purchased from a dog warden appointed under
Chapter 955. of the Revised Code, a humane society established
under Chapter 1717. of the Revised Code, or another animal rescue

for dogs. "Animal rescue for dogs" includes an individual or

organization that offers dogs fér adoption and charges reasonable
adoption fees approved by the director of the authority under this

chapter to cover the costs of the individual or organization,

including, but not limited to, costs related to spaying or
neutering dogs.

(C) "Animal shelter for dogs" means a facility that keeps,

houses, and maintains dogs and that is operated by county animal

control or a humane society established under Chapter 1717. of the

Revised Code, animal welfare society, society for the prevention

of cruelty to animals, or other nonprofit organization that is
devoted to the welfare, protection, and humane treatment of dogs

and other animals. "Animal shelter for dogs" includes a dog pound

operated pursuant to Chapter 955. of the Revised Code.

(D) "Boarding kennel! means an establishment operating for

profit that keeps, houses, and maintains dogs _solely for the

purpose of providing shelter, care, and feeding of the dogs in

return for a fee or other consideration.

(E) "Breeding dog" means an unneutered, unspaved dog that is

primarily harbored or housed on property that is the dog's primary
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residence.

(F) "Regulated dog breeding kennel" means an establishment

that keeps, houses, and maintains adult breeding dogs that produce

either at least nine litters of puppies or at least fifty puppies

in any given calendar vear and, in return for a fee or other

consideration, sells or leases adult dogs or puppies.

(G) "Regulated dog intermediary" means a person who buvys,

sells, offers to sell, donates, gives, or exchanges more than nine

dogs annually in this state or who sells or gives one or more dogs

to a pet store annually. "Regulated dog intermediary" does not

include an animal rescue for dogs, an animal shelter for dogs, a

humane society established under Chapter 1717. of the Revised

Code, a medical kennel for dogs., a research kennel for dogs, or a

veterinary office.

(H) "Enclosure, crate, or cage" does not include an

enclosure, crate, or cage that is used during the transportation

of a dog or_used for medical purposes.

(I) "Environmental division of the Franklin county municipal
court" means the environmental division of the Franklin county

municipal court created in section 1901.011 of the Revised Code.

(J) "Medical kennel for dogs" means a facility that is

maintained by a veterinarian and operated primarily for the

treatment of sick or injured dogs.

(K) "Pet store" means a retail store that sells dogs to the

public.

(I,) "Puppy" means a dog that is under twelve months of age.

(M) "Research kennel for dogs" means a facility housing dogs

that is maintained exclusively for research purposes.

(N) "Veterinarian" means a veterinarian licensed under

Chapter 4741. of the Revised Code.
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Sec. 956.011. Medical kennels for dogs., research kennels for

dogs, and veterinarians are not required to obtain a license under

this chapter or comply with any other requirements of this chapter

and rules adopted under it.

Sec. 956.02. There is hereby created the kennel control

authority for the purpose of administering this chapter and rules

adopted under it by the director of the authority and ensuring the

welfare and humane treatment of dogs and their offspring in

accordance with this chapter and rules adopted under it. The

kennel control authority board created in section 956.18 of the

Revised Code shall designate a suitable individual as director of

the authority, who shall serve at the board's pleasure,

The director may contract with any political subdivision of

the state to assist the director and the director's authorized

representatives in administering and enforcing this chapter and

the rules adopted under it.

Sec. 956.03. The director of the kennel control authority

shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised

Code establishing all of the following:

A) Regquirements and procedures governing regulated do

breeding kennels, including the licensing and inspection of and

record keeping by regulated dog breeding kennels, in addition to

the requirements and procedures established in this chapter. The

rules shall require that a regulated dog breeding kennel be

assigned a license number and that a regulated dog breeding kennel

provide the license number and the applicable vendor number
assigned by the department of taxation whenevexr it solicits

business or it is solicited for business. In addition, the rules

shall require any other person to provide such a vendor number
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when soliciting to sell an adult dog or a puppy or when solicited

for such a sale.

B) Requirements and procedures for conducting background

investigations of each applicant for a license issued under

section 956.04 of the Revised Code in order to determine if the

applicant has been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any of the

violations specified in division (H) of that section. The rules

shall provide that background investigations shall be conducted

solely by the attorney general on behalf of the kennel control
authority. The rules shall establish procedures for annually

updating background investigation information regarding an

applicant after an initial background investigation has been

conducted with respect to an initial application for a license

submitted under that section.

(C) Reguirements and procedures governing regulated dog

intermediaries, including the licensing of and record keeping by

regulated dog intermediaries, in addition to the regquirements and

procedures established in this chapter. The rules shall reguire

that a regulated dog intermediary be assigned a license number and

that a regulated dog intermediary provide the license number and

the applicable vendor number assigned by the department of

taxation whenever it solicits business or it is solicited for

business.

(D) Reguirements and procedures governing animal rescues for

dogs, including the licensing and inspection of and record keeping

by animal rescues for dogs, in addition to the requirements and

procedures established in this chapter:;

(E) The form of applications for licenses issued under this

chapter and the information that is reguired to be submitted in

the applications. The rules shall require an animal rescue for

dogs_to provide in an application for a license the name and

address of each foster home that it utilizes.
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(F) A reguirement that each regulated dog breeding kennel

submit to the director, with an application for a regulated dog

breeding kennel license, evidence of insurance or, in the

alternative, evidence of a surety bond pavable to the authority to

ensure compliance with this chapter and rules adopted under it.

The face value of the insurance coverage or bond shall be in the

following amounts:

(1) Five thousand dollars for regulated dog breeding kennels

keeping, housing, and maintaining not more than twenty-five adult

dogs;

(2) Ten thousand dollars for regulated dog breeding kennels

keeping, housing, and maintaining at least twenty-six adult dogs,

but not more than fifty adult dogs;

(3) Fifty thousand dollars for regulated dog breeding kennels

keeping, housing, and maintaining more than fifty adult dogs.

The rules shall reguire that the insurance be pavable to the

state or that the surety bond be subject to redemption by the

state, as applicable, upon a guspension or revocation of a

regulated dog breeding kennel license for the purpose of paving

for the maintenance and care of dogs that are seized or otherwise

impounded from the regulated dog breeding kennel in accordance

with this chapter.

(G) Procedures for inspections conducted under section 956.10

of the Revised Code in addition to_ the procedures established in

that section., and procedures for making records of the

inspections;

(H) Requirements and procedures that are necessary to

implement and enforce the requirements pertaining to_pet stores

that are established in section 956.19 of the Revised Code:

(I) (1) A requirement that an in-state retailer or direct

seller of a puppy or adult dog provide to the purchaser the
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complete name, address, and telephone number of all regulated dog
breeding kennels, regulated dog intermediaries, and private owners

that kept, housed, or maintained the puppy or adult dog prior to

its coming into the possession of the retailer or direct seller,

or proof that the puppy or adult dog was acguired through an
animal rescue for dogs, animal shelter for dogs, or humane society
established under Chapter 1717. of the Revised Code, or a wvalid

health certificate from the state of origin pertaining to the

puppy_or adult dog, and a statement disclosing any congenital
disorders or hereditary diseases that the parents of the puppy or

of the adult dog are known to have;

(2) A reguirement that an out-of-state retailer or direct
seller of a puppy or adult dog that is conducting business in this
state provide to the purchaser a valid health certificate from the

state of origin pertaining to the puppy or adult dog, a statement

disclosing any congenital disorders or hereditary diseases that

the parents of the puppy or of the adult dog are known to have,

and the complete name, address, and telephone number of all dog
breeding kennels, sellers, and private owners_that kept, housed,

or maintained the puppy or adult dog prior to its coming into the

possession of the retailer or direct seller or proof that the

puppy or adult dog was acgquired through an animal rescue for dogs,

animal shelter for dogs., or humane society in this state or

another state.

(J) A requirement that a person who advertises the sale of a

vuppy or adult dog include with the advertisement the person's

vendor number assigned by the tax commissioner if the sale of the

puppy or dog is subject to the tax levied under Chapter 5739. of

the Revised Code:

(K) Reguirements and procedures governing the registration of

litters under section 956.20 of the Revised Code;

(L) A reguirement that a licensed regulated dog breeding
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