
TO:  Republican Members of House Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Committee 
FROM:  State Representative Jeff Wagner 
 
HOUSE BILL 124 (STANDARDS FOR DOG BREEDING KENNELS) 
COMPARISON DOCUMENT BETWEEN AS INTRODUCED VERSION AND SUBSTITUTE 
VERSION 
September 28, 2009 
 
Today, all Members of the House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee were 
given a Substitute Version of House Bill 124, standards for dog breeding kennels. It is 
our understanding that the Substitute Version of the bill will be presented for approval 
during the October 14th meeting of the Ag. and Nat. Resources committee. This 
document outlines the proposed changes from the As Introduced Version to the 
Substitute Version. The proposed changes are italicized under Substitute Version of HB 
124 language. It is our understanding that LSC will also be presenting a comparison 
document and that changes will be explained during upcoming committee meetings. As 
always, please contact our office at 466-1374 with any questions. 
 
AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.01 (C): “Animal shelter for 
dogs”  means a facility that keeps, houses, 
and maintains dogs and that is operated by 
a humane society established under 
Chapter 1717. of the Revised Code, animal 
welfare society, society for the prevention 
of cruelty to animals, or other nonprofit 
organization that is devoted to the welfare, 
protection and humane treatment of dogs 
and other animals. 
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Section 956.01 (C): “Animal shelter for 
dogs”  means a facility that keeps, houses, 
and maintains dogs and that is operated by 
county animal control or a humane society 
established under Chapter 1717. of the 
Revised Code, animal welfare society, 
society for the prevention of cruelty to 
animals, or other nonprofit organization 
that is devoted to the welfare, protection, 
and humane treatment of dogs and other 
animals. “Animal shelter for dogs” 
includes a dog pound operated pursuant to 
Chapter 955. of the Revised Code. 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.01 (G):  
Lines 223-224: “…a research kennel for 
dogs, or a veterinarian.” 
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Section 956.01 (G): 
Lines 224-225: “…a research kennel for 
dogs, or a veterinary office.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.03 (I) (1) 
Lines 332-342 
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Section 956.03 (I) (1) 
Lines 343-345 – addition of language: “…a 
statement disclosing any congenital 
disorders or hereditary diseases that the 
parents of the puppy or the adult dog are 
known to have;” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.03 (I) (2) 
Lines 343-353 
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Section 956.03 (I) (2) 
Lines 349-351 – addition of language: “a 
statement disclosing any congenital 
disorders or hereditary diseases that the 
parents of the puppy or of the adult dog are 
known to have,” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
REFER TO NEW LANGUAGE IN SUB. BILL LANGUAGE NOT INCLUDED IN AS 

INTRODUCED VERSION 
 
Section 956.04 (A) (3): “The director shall 
not issue a license under this section to a 
person whose license to breed or to buy, 
sell, offer to sell, donate, give, or exchange 
dogs has been revoked in another state or 
jurisdiction.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
REFER TO NEW LANGUAGE IN SUB. BILL LANGUAGE NOT INCLUDED IN AS 

INTRODUCED VERSION 
 
Section 956.05 (A) (3): “The director shall 
not issue a license under this section to a 
person whose license to breed or to buy, 
sell, offer to sell, donate, give, or exchange 
dogs has been revoked in another state or 
jurisdiction.” 
 
Page number: 16 

 
AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.07 (C)  - lines 533-542: 
“However, the treasurer of state shall 
transfer to the county in which a regulated 
dog breeding kennel is or will be located 
fifty dollars of the application fee received 
from the person who is applying for a 
license to operate the regulated dog 
breeding kennel or an amount equal to the 
fee charged on January 1, 2009, by the 
county for the registration of a kennel 
under section 955.04 of the Revised 

Section 956.07 (C) – lines 546-556: 
“However, the treasurer of state shall 
transfer to the county in which a regulated 
dog breeding kennel is or will be located 
fifty dollars of the application fee received 
from the person who is applying for a 
license to operate the regulated dog 
breeding kennel or an amount equal to the 
fee charged by the county for the 
registration of a kennel under section of 
955.04 of the Revised Code…” 



Code…” 
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**January 1, 2009 replaced by “by the 
county” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (A) (1) 
Lines 549-561 
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Section 956.08 (A) (1) 
Lines 574-577 – addition of language: “An 
outdoor enclosure shall be on the ground. 
The top of both indoor and outdoor 
enclosures shall be six inches higher than 
the head of the tallest dog standing on all 
four feet inside the enclosure.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (A) (2) 
Lines 562-576 
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Section 956.08 (A) (2) 
Lines 592-596 – addition of language: “An 
outdoor enclosure shall be on the ground. 
The top of both indoor and outdoor 
enclosures shall be six inches higher than 
the head of the tallest dog standing on all 
four feet inside the enclosure or area.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (A) (2) 
Lines 584-588: “In addition for purposes of 
complying with division (A) (2) of this 
section, enclosures may be stacked on top 
of one another, but there shall be a 
nonporous barrier separating the floor and 
ceiling of stacked enclosures.” 
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Section 956.08 (A) (2) 
Lines 602-608: “In addition for purposes of 
complying with division (A) (2) of this 
section, not more than one enclosure may 
be stacked on top of one other enclosure, 
and there shall be a nonporous barrier 
separating the floor and ceiling of stacked 
enclosures.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (E) 
Lines 596-597 
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Section 956.08 (E) 
Lines 617-619 – addition of language: “…or 
keep or confine puppies less than twelve 
weeks of age in an enclosure, crate, or 
cage with an adult dog other than their 
mother;” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (F) 
Lines 598-600: “Keep or confine a dog in 
an enclosure, crate, or cage without access 
to either natural or artificial light during 
daytime hours;” 
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Section 956.08 (F) 
Lines 620-622: “Keep or confine a dog in 
an enclosure, crate, or cage in full light 
during nighttime hours or without access 
to either natural or artificial light during 
daytime hours;” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (J) 
Lines 618-621: “Keep or confine a dog in 
an enclosure, crate, or cage without access 
to adequate and wholesome food on a daily 
basis so as to ensure a proper and healthy 
weight unless medically contraindicated;” 
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Section 956.08 (J) 
Lines 640-643: “Keep or confine a dog in 
an enclosure, crate, or cage without access 
to adequate and wholesome food on a daily 
basis so as to ensure a proper and healthy 
weight unless medically contraindicated as 
determined by a licensed veterinarian;” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (K) 
Lines 622-625: “Keep or confine a dog in 
an enclosure, crate, or cage with flooring 
material that is incapable of being cleaned 
or sanitized or that is likely to cause injury 
to the pads of a dog’s feet;” 
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Section 956.08 (K) 
Lines 644-648: “Keep or confine a dog in 
an enclosure, crate, or cage with flooring 
material that is incapable of being cleaned 
or sanitized or that is likely to cause injury 
to the pads of a dog’s feet, or that is large 
enough for a dog’s nonsplayed paw to fit 
through;” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (L) 
Lines 626-634 
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Section 956.08 (L) 
Lines 658-660: addition of language: 
“Professional grade kennel flooring that 
prohibits any part of a puppy from falling 
through may be used as a substitute in 
whelping boxes and for flooring for 
puppies twelve weeks of age or less.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (O) 
Lines 640-641: “Keep or confine a dog in 
an enclosure, crate, or cage without 
adequate ventilation;” 
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Section 956.08 (O) 
Lines 666-669: “Keep or confine a dog in 
an enclosure, crate, or cage without 
adequate ventilation that prevents odor and 
excessive moisture evidenced by 
accumulation of moisture on windows and 
other inside surfaces of the kennel at any 
time;” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (U) 
Lines 661-663: “Fail to provide a dog with 
at least two hours per day of interaction 
with other dogs, provide that the dog is not 
sick and does not present a risk of illness 
to other dogs;” 
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Section 956.08 (U) 
Lines 689-693: “Unless kennel size 
exceeds the enclosure space requirements 
specified in division (A) (1) of this section, 
fail to provide a dog with at least two hours 
per day of interaction with other dogs, 
provide that the dog is not sick and does 
not present a risk of illness to other dogs.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (II) 
Lines 696-699: “Breed a dog that is less 
than eighteen months of age or more than 
nine years of age or breed a female dog 
without a certificate from a licensed 
veterinarian that the female dog is in 
proper health for breeding;” 
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Section 956.08 (II) 
Lines 726-728: “Breed a dog that is less 
than one year of age or breed a dog that 
has not received an annual examination by 
a licensed veterinarian.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (KK) 
Lines 702-705: “Dock a dog’s tail, crop a 
dog’s ear, remove a dog’s claws, or debark 
a dog. Tail docking, ear cropping, the 
removal of a dog’s claws, or debarking 
shall only be conducted by a licensed 
veterinarian.” 
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Section 956.08 (KK) and (LL) 
Lines 731-733: “Dock a dog’s tail or remove 
a dog’s claws unless performed by a 
breeder within the first ninety-six hours 
after birth using only properly sterilized 
equipment;” 
 
New Section (LL): “Crop a dog’s ears or 
debark a dog unless conducted by a 



licensed veterinarian;” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (LL) 
Lines 706-707 
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Language of Section 956.08 (LL) is now 
Section 956.08 (MM) 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.08 (MM) 
Lines 708-710 
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Language of Section 956.08 (MM) is now 
Section 956.08 (NN) 
 
Lines 740-741 – addition of language: “This 
division does not apply to an outdoor 
enclosure that is not attached to an indoor 
enclosure.” 

 
AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.081 (A) 
Lines 714-718: “On and after the effective 
date of this section, no person shall sell a 
dog at a flea market, market day, garage 
sale, conference, or other public place 
other than at a pet store that is licensed 
under this chapter as a regulated dog 
intermediary.” 
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Section 956.081 (A) 
Lines 745-749: “On and after the effective 
date of this section, no person shall sell a 
dog at a flea market, market day, garage 
sale, conference, conference center, trade 
show, hotel, motel, or other place other 
than at a pet store that is licensed under 
this chapter as a regulated dog 
intermediary.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.10 (A) 
Lines 750-754: “In addition, upon a 
complaint, the director may inspect an 
animal rescue for dogs to ensure 
compliance with this chapter and rules 
adopted under section 956.03 of the 
Revised Code, including but not limited to, 
the standards of care established in 
section 956.08 of the Revised Code.” 
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Section 956.10 (A) 
Lines 782-784: “In addition, upon a 
complaint, the director may inspect animal 
rescue for dogs to ensure compliance with 
sections 959.02, 959.03, 959.13, 959.131, 
959.15, and 959.16 of the Revised Code.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.10 (B) 
Lines 773-784 
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Section 956.10 (B) 
Lines 809-811: addition of language: “…or, 
in the case of an animal rescue for dogs, 
with the sections specified in division (A) 
of this section.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.11 (C) 
Lines 858-873 
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Section 956.11 (C) 
Lines 906-914 – addition of new language: 
“If at the adjudication hearing a 
determination is made that the dog shall be 
permanently relinquished to the custody of 
the kennel control authority and the owner 
or operator of the applicable regulated dog 
breeding kennel, the person acting as or 
performing the functions of a regulated dog 
intermediary, or the owner or operator of 
the applicable animal rescue for dogs fails 
to appeal that determination, the dog shall 
be relinquished to the custody of the 
authority.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.11 (D) 
Lines 879-888: “If, after the final disposition 
of an adjudication hearing, it is determined 
that a dog shall be permanently 
relinquished to the custody of the kennel 
control authority, the dog may be adopted 
directly from the animal rescue for dogs, 
animal shelter for dogs, boarding kennel, 
veterinarian, dog warden, or humane 
society where it is being kept, housed, and 
maintained, provided that the dog has been 
spayed or neutered unless there are 
medical reasons against spaying or 
neutering as determined by a veterinarian.” 
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Section 956.11 (D) 
Lines 920-930: “If, after the final disposition 
of an adjudication hearing and any appeals 
from that adjudication hearing, it is 
determined that a dog shall be permanently 
relinquished to the custody of the kennel 
control authority, or if the dog is so 
relinquished in accordance with division 
(C) of this section, the dog may be adopted 
directly from the animal rescue for dogs, 
animal shelter for dogs, boarding kennel, 
veterinarian, dog warden, or humane 
society where it is being kept, housed, and 
maintained, provided that that the dog has 
been spayed or neutered unless there are 
medical reasons against spaying or 
neutering as determined by a veterinarian.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.12 
Lines 894-912: Multiple references to 

Section 956.12 
Lines 936-953: Language change to “has 



“…has violated, is violating, or is 
threatening to violate” sections of Revised 
Code 
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violated or is violating”. Removal of 
“threatening to violate” language 
 
***This language change is additionally 
present in Section 956.14 of the Sub. Bill. 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.13 (A) 
Lines 914-916: “The director of the kennel 
authority may assess a civil penalty 
against a person violating this chapter or 
rules adopted under it if all of the following 
occur:” 
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Section 956.13 (A) 
Lines 955-964: “The director of the kennel 
control authority may assess a civil penalty 
against a person that the director or the 
director’s authorized representative has 
determined is violating this chapter or 
rules adopted under it if the director 
affords the person an opportunity for an 
adjudication hearing under Chapter 119. of 
the Revised Code to challenge the 
director’s determination that the person is 
not in compliance with this chapter or rules 
adopted under it, the imposition of the civil 
penalty, or both. A person may waive the 
opportunity for an adjudication hearing.” 
 
Page numbers: 31-32 

 
AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.13 (A) (1) (2) (3) 
Lines 918-933 
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***Language not included in Substitute 
Version of bill, but some of the section’s 
language included in lines 955-964 of Sub. 
Bill (see above) 

 
AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.15 (B) 
Lines 992-994 
 
Page number: 33 

Section 956.15 (B) 
Lines 1020-1023 – addition of language: “If 
the director suspends a license issued 
under this chapter, dogs shall not enter or 
leave the property to which the suspended 
license applies until the license is 
reinstated.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.18 (A) 
Lines 1046-1082 
 
Creation of Kennel Control Authority Board 
– seven members appointed by the 
Governor: 

(1) Two members representing animal 
care and welfare organizations in 
this state; 

(2) One member who is a county dog 
warden; 

(3) One member who is a veterinarian; 
(4) One member representing pet stores 

in this state that are licensed under 
this chapter as regulated dog 
breeding kennels or regulated dog 
breeding intermediaries; 

(5) One member who is a member in 
good standing of a national breed 
parent club of the American kennel 
club; 

(6) One member representing the 
public. 
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Section 956.18 (A) 
Lines 1075-1113 
 
**Changes in Creation of Kennel Control 
Authority Board – 

(1) One member representing an animal 
rescue for dogs; 

 
(4) One member representing pet stores 
in this state are licensed under this 
chapter as regulated dog breeding 
intermediaries (elimination of regulated 
dog breeding kennels language) 
 
(5) same language, with inclusion of 
following language: “and is licensed 
under this chapter as a regulated dog 
breeding kennel”; 
 
(7) One member representing a humane 

society established under Chapter 
1717. of the Revised Code.” 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.19 (E) 
Lines 1156-1157: “The pet store is also 
liable for any attorney’s fees and costs 
incurred by the purchaser.” 
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Section 956.19 (E) 
**Line is omitted from Sub. Version of bill 
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AS INTRODUCED VERSION OF HB 124 SUBSTITUTE VERSION OF HB 124 
Section 956.20 
Line 1168 
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Section 956.20 
Line 1198 
 
**Registration fee language changed from 
twenty-five dollars to seven dollars 
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